
FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS, Classic World Adventures has
provided the ultimate in first-class adventure for interna-
tional travelers.  Our trips combine the finest in wines and
cuisine, deluxe hotel accommodations, in-depth exploration
of a region, daily balloon sightseeing of breathtaking coun-
tryside, and memories that are simply extraordinary. Here’s
what awaits you:

A 6-9 day stay at a deluxe hotel. From your luxury
home base you’ll take off each day for a low-level balloon tour, and a completely
new perspective on an area’s magnificent natural landscape. 

Fine wines, champagne and gourmet cuisine. As you explore each area, you’ll
savor the finest in regional cuisine, champagne and wine.  

Cultural attractions. History, folklore, art and culture can be found in the most
unexpected places. Local residents will share their treasures on your daily travels.

The unequaled experience of hot air ballooning. From liftoff,  you’ll fly low
enough to see all the local color and even touch the trees, but high enough to feel
on top of the world. 

For nearly 25 years your host and team leader, Stan Hess, has been dedicated to
making dreams of flight come true for his earthbound companions. His balloon-
ing career has taken him to the wide reaches of the world: from Australia to
Japan, Eastern Europe, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Italy, France, Switzerland, Austria,
Germany, and Hawaii. He is a veteran of hot air balloon International Olympic
challenges and International balloon exhibitions. 

Stan has a passion for sharing the thrill and exhilaration of flight with others. He
has spent a lifetime of service delivering the most fun-filled, awe-inspiring, safe
and comfortable trips to his clients.
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YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS

Switzerland in Winter —– the Alps, the Chateau d’Oex valley and the International Balloon Festival

What could be more exhilarating
than seeing a sky full of spec-

tacularly colored balloons against the
brilliant white of snow-covered Alps?
There can only be one answer: flying
in your own balloon among them!
On this trip, you’ll share convivial,
on-board lunches with your balloon
mates and soak up unforgettable
views. Your extended, daily low-level
balloon flights glide through pristine
Alpine valleys, skimming the roofs of
quaint chalets and villages that dot
the hillsides. Each day’s adventure is
different from the last. Each flight brings new vistas as the wind changes
direction. These are the Alps at their finest, and the highlight is undoubt-

edly the world-class balloon festival in the
Chateau d’Oex valley. You’ll be an active partici-
pant, joining in the thrilling mass ascension of
more than eighty hot air balloons. Continuous
street parties follow with fireworks, Guggenheim
bands and the breathtaking glow of balloons aloft
at night. Of course, there’s always time for land
exploration, shopping and the region’s unrivaled
Swiss and international dining. 

After arrival in Geneva, you’ll head to the Hotel
d’Angleterre overlooking Lake Geneva for the first night of your adventure. You’ll
unwind and listen to the lapping waters and soft sound of the fountain on the
lake. Then you’ll enjoy dinner in a totally relaxed atmosphere, and prepare for the
week ahead.

After a legendary Swiss breakfast, your pilot and
crew will meet you. We’ve arranged travel by private car to the lovely, four-star
Swiss chalet in Gstaad, the Hotel Steigenberger. This will be your home in the heart
of Alpine country for the next six nights. After a welcome reception and a light
lunch on arrival, you’ll head to the site of your first balloon flight in Chateau
d’Oex. The thrill of your first liftoff will give you a taste of pleasures to come. Then
you’ll return to your hotel with free time for sightseeing or shopping before dinner.

These days will be spent with the perfect blend of
ballooning, exploring, dining, and just plain relaxing in the best Swiss tradition.
Each day begins with breakfast followed by liftoff on a flight through the Alps.
Flights are extended, venturing deep into valleys and along mountain trails,
allowing time for an in-flight lunch complete with French wine and champagne.
For three glorious days your balloon flights will be part of the spectacular Chateau
d’Oex Balloon Festival and you’ll fly alongside festival balloons from all over the
world. A party of all parties, this event will prove the highlight of your trip. After
each day’s flight, there’s still plenty of time to take in the fascinating, traditional
attractions nearby. You can explore Gruyeres castle, watch cheese making and
enjoy a tasting on a fromagerie tour, or watch artists at work on antique Swiss
cowbells. You’ll have time to sightsee or shop before each evening’s dinner party
where you’ll enjoy the elegant presentation of Alpine cuisine and wine in the
finest local restaurants. After dinner, the area’s colorful cosmopolitan nightlife
beckons you before you call it a day.

After breakfast you’ll leave Gstaad behind and be
transferred back to  Geneva, leaving at 10 a.m. and arriving around noontime.

YOUR EIGHTH DAY 

YOUR NEXT FIVE DAYS 

YOUR SECOND DAY 

YOUR FIRST DAY 

“The entire experience was wonderful.
What a way to see the Swiss Alps and the splen-
dor nature has given us. The food preparation is

phenomenal. In the air and on the ground, this is
definitely a lifetime experience.”

—Dale and Pat Ziegler 

Switzerland in Summer —– the Alps, the Chateau d’Oex valley and the International Balloon Festival Germany 

From the lush rolling hills, mirror lakes and quaint countryside chalets of
the Swiss Emmental to the majestic Jungfrau mountaintops, Switzerland

in summer is everything you’d imagine and more. Breathtaking green
meadows and valleys are dotted with charming farmhouses, covered
bridges, and colorful fields and flowers. Postcard perfect, snow-capped
mountainsides nestle historic castles and country homes. This breathtaking
panorama is just calling for exploration – by car, train, lake steamer, cog
railway and, most of all, hot air balloon. You’ll experience them all in this
magnificent Swiss adventure. 

mountain and catch up with the US Team in time for a late afternoon hot air bal-
loon flight. Then you'll be feted at a Swiss country dinner before heading back to
your hotel to savor the day.

Following breakfast,
you’ll travel to the Thunersee by private car where
you’ll board a lake steamer that will give you yet
another vantage point from which to view the magnifi-
cent scenery. You’ll be on your way back to Interlaken,
enjoying a relaxing lunch on route. Once there you’ll
add another travel experience and ride the cog railway
to the peaceful Alpine village of Wengen. Your host’s
chef will prepare a special Swiss chocolate treat to enjoy while taking in the
unique ambience of this special town. Then you’ll return to your hotel in
Interlaken to relax and prepare for a late afternoon hot air balloon flight, and din-
ner at a local restaurant in the countryside near your landing.

Following breakfast, you’ll depart your hotel and
travel to the beautiful countryside of the Kandersteg valley. You’ll receive a wel-
come fit for royalty by your hosts at the world famous Waldhotel Doldenhorn.
After time to refresh and enjoy the pristine beauty of the mountain scenery, you’ll
be treated to a classical French lunch on the terrace. In the afternoon you can
choose either a guided tour of the valley or personal time to enjoy the pool, tennis,
or horseback riding. Then you’ll be off on a special tour of the high mountains to
befriend local residents and enjoy a traditional Swiss dinner replete with fondue,
raclette and the finest specialties of the region. Your day will end watching the
sun setting over the Alps, an almost impossibly beautiful sight that will never
leave you.

On this day you’ll choose how you want to enjoy
an area that nearly defies description with its untouched natural vistas, spectacu-
lar native flowers and magnificent mountain air. You can join an early morning
hot air balloon flight or take breakfast outdoors in Kandersteg. Then you’ll decide
between leisure time, organized tours or sightseeing for the remainder of the day
before dinner. With the approach of evening, you’ll be escorted to the site of your
final hot air balloon liftoff over the Kandersteg valley. Following the flight, as the
sun goes down, you and your balloon mates will toast your favorite memories at
a magnificent farewell dinner celebration in the countryside.

After a final Swiss breakfast, you’ll depart your
hotel and return by private coach to Zurich, arriving at the Hotel Eden au Lac at
approximately noon.

YOUR SIXTH DAY

YOUR FIFTH DAY

YOUR FOUTH DAY

YOUR THIRD DAY

You’ll arrive in Zurich and head to the Hotel
Eden au Lac where you’ll be greeted by your US Team host at 9:30 a.m. and travel
by private car to Victoria Jungfrau Grand Hotel & Spa in Interlaken. There you’ll
enjoy a continental lunch in the delightful Jungfrau Brasserie. A chauffeured tour
of the town of Interlaken follows, along with excited preparations for your first
hot air balloon flight. You’ll  be in the air in the afternoon, taking in the charming
beauty of mountain streams and hillsides, followed by touchdown in time for a
dinner feast of traditional Swiss specialties. Then you’ll be driven back to the hotel
for a night’s rest before for your second day’s adventure.

Breakfast will be served in your room as you enjoy
the mountain views from your sunny hotel patio. After breakfast, there will be a
road tour of areas of interest in the valley, followed by a ride on the Stechelberg
cable car to Murren. You’ll see the special sights in this mountain town, including
the world famous Balloon Museum depicting early eighteenth century pioneer
balloon travel. After a late lunch, you'll continue via cable car up the mountain to
Schilthorn, Piz Gloria Vista for a heart stopping view of the Alps. Piz Gloria is the
film site for James Bond’s 007 On Her Majesty’s Secret Service. No other place
offers a more breathtaking view of the Bernese Oberland landscape than the
remarkable 3,000 meter high Schilthorn. After viewing, you’ll travel down the

YOUR SECOND DAY 

YOUR FIRST DAY 

Like the magical lands of favorite fairy
tales, Germany is a storybook fantasy

come true. It’s a place of  towering castles
and glimmering rivers, rolling vineyards
and historic villages. Germany is also
home to cosmopolitan excitement, luxuri-
ous accommodations and incredible
dining. Enjoy it all with the added exhila-
ration of
balloon
flight on
this six-day
vacation of
a lifetime.  

“There is something incredibly adventurous 
about having the course of your travels charted by

the wind as you skim above trees and 
rooftops as if in a dream.”

Judith Kirkwood - American Way

After arriving in Frankfurt,  you’ll travel to
Stromberg, and the exclusive Johann Lafer Relais & Chateau property, Hotel
Stromberg-Lafer. This magnificently restored castle will be your home for the first
part of your adventure. Spend the afternoon relaxing or tour this charming
Rhineland village, before enjoying a fabulous gourmet dinner. In the morning,
you’ll cruise by ship over the Rhine to Koblenz, viewing the spirals of Lorely and
other castles along the way.  The day will be highlighted by a wine tour and tast-
ing in Koblenz, a late afternoon hot air balloon flight from Stromberg, and a
delicious traditional German dinner in the scenic countryside. 

The beautiful Mosel region with its lovely vine-
yards, intriguing museums and historic sites is yours to explore over the next
three days. You’ll stay at the lavish Victor’s Residenzhotel, visit Trier, the oldest
city in Europe, tour the picturesque villages of Cochem and Zell, and the beautiful
Eltz Castle. World-class shopping, casinos, and cultural attractions await in the
exciting city of Luxembourg. Culinary exploration will also be part of your stay, as
the best of German delicacies and French cuisine delight your palette.  Memories
you’ll treasure forever will be created each day as you take in unforgettable views
of the Mosel River and softly rolling Reisling vineyards from the unique vantage
point of a low-level balloon flight. 

Today, love is in the air. If time allows, we’ll visit
the quaint village of Rudesheim, one of Germany’s most romantic places, before
heading back to Frankfort.

YOUR SIXTH DAY

YOUR NEXT THREE  DAYS 

YOUR FIRST TWO DAYS 

Classic World Adventures
490 Hopewell Road, St. Peters, Pennsylvania 19470

610/469-0782 • 800/763-5987 email: info@shess@classicworldadventures.com
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