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THE UNITED STATES

HOT AIR BALLOON TEAM

YOUR VACATION OF A LIFETIMEItaly—–The Tuscany Region

Intriguing. Breathtaking. Extraordinary. The list goes on, yet never fullydescribes the many pleasure of Italy’s Tuscany region Known for unique
art, fine food and wine, incredibly beauti-
ful countryside and serene seascapes,
Tuscany is considered one of Italy’s most
gorgeous regions. Your seven-day Tuscan
adventure will carry you through an
incredible tapestry of delights as you
become immersed in this exquisite area in
a way that
few have ever
experienced. 

The moment you arrive in Florence, you’ll be
enchanted by the traditions and beauty of this special region. You’ll luxuriate in
five-star accommodations in the heart of Florence, and experience something new
and exciting each day. Daily balloon flights will offer stunning views of vineyards,
villages, and distant vistas. In the Chianti Region, you’ll savor the finest vintages at
a private wine tasting and luncheon before strolling the charming village of Radda.
Try your hand at pasta making In the hilltop town of Volterra. Follow a meander-
ing road to the famous city of San Gimignano and its medieval towers. Take in the
beautiful town of Siena, a Renaissance jewel. Dine on Tuscan specialties and gour-
met Italian delights. On the evening of your fourth day, you’ll travel to the historic
Castello di Velona, your luxury castle residence for the next two nights.

In the lovely Brunnel region, you’ll balloon over
beautiful countryside, visit one of the finest producers of the famous Brunello
wines, and visit the tiny and celebrated town of Montalcino.  The unique and
exciting experience of truffle hunting awaits in Crete Senesi,
where you’ll take part in the hunt with specially bred Lagott di
Romagna dogs. We’ll tour the 13th century town of Pinza, known
for its architectural symmetry and famous for its Pecorino cheese.
A fabulous gourmet repast will be served in the picturesque town
of Montepulciano, perched high atop a limestone ledge.

Savor a delightful Tuscan breakfast as you view
the sun-drenched vistas of this magical place. Afterwards, you’ll travel to Florence
for your journey home. 

YOUR SEVENTH DAY

YOUR NEXT TWO  DAYS 

YOUR FIRST FOUR DAYS 

France—–The Loire Valley

It’s the birthplace of ballooning so ithas to be special. The breathtaking
beauty of the Loire valley is legend,
with its lush countryside and vine-
yards, quaint red-roofed villages,
exquisite historical chateaux, and
winding rivers like the Cher, the
Indre and the Loire. There is no more
beautiful place in the world to take
in spectacular views and regional
history in a low-level balloon ride.
And, of course, France wouldn’t be
France without the finest wine,
champagne and cuisine served in the
glorious manner that makes your trip
so distinctly French. You’ll even get a
gourmet cooking lesson from a mas-
ter chef, and enjoy privileged access
to private wineries. 

After a tasty break-
fast, you’ll travel mid-morning to the town of Blois
where Chef Damien Garanger of Le Medicis restau-
rant will welcome you into his kitchen for a cooking
lesson. After training in top Michelin rated restau-
rants in the Loire valley, Paris and Burgundy, and
traveling the world for several years, Chef Garanger
is now back in his region of origin. After your lesson,
of course, you’ll enjoy the fruits of your labors at a sumptuous lunch, followed by
an exclusive tour of the historic Chateau of Chambord that is closed to the general
public. Then it’s off to a tasting of the award winning Cours Cheverny wines at
Domaine Desouches. A late afternoon hot air balloon liftoff follows, replete with
champagne toast. Then another dinner will be served at the Abbey of Pontlevoy,
and you’ll travel back to Domaine des Hauts de Loire to retire for the night.  

You’ll check out of your hotel after breakfast for a
visit to the royal Chateau of Amboise, a historic castle of Gothic and Renaissance
style. You’ll see the recently restored tomb of Leonardo da Vinci and visit his last
residence at Clos Luce. In the manor and its gardens you’ll discover many of his
most fantastic inventions, and enjoy a Renaissance lunch. After relaxing, you’ll be
off to the romantic Chateau of Chenonceau and its superb furniture collection and
French gardens. Then you’ll travel to your four-star accommodation, L’Chateau de
Marcay, nestled among the vineyards. You’ll prepare for a late afternoon balloon
flight over the beautiful French countryside, touching down in time for a light
dinner and evening’s relaxation at the Chateau.

After breakfast, you’ll depart for an early balloon
liftoff providing morning views of dappled rivers, sleepy villages and spectacular
panoramas. After landing, lunch will be served in an authentic limestone cave in a
Bourgueil winery, where you’ll also enjoy a tasting of the family’s prize red wines.
Then you’ll head to the fanciful French gardens of Villandry, followed by a stop
for a tasting at an award-winning Chinon winery, Chateau de Ligre, before arrival
back at your own Chateau for a gourmet dinner to complete the day.

You’ll check out of your hotel and travel to the
Champagne region and Epernay, taking lunch at your leisure along the way. You’ll
stop at the Moet & Chandon caves for a champagne tasting, followed by a trip to
the Henriot family winery, normally open only to importers and wine profession-
als. Another champagne tasting will send you off to your final accommodation,
the four-star Chateau d’Etoges hotel. You’ll delight in a fabulous French gourmet
dinner to complete your travels, then relax and review trip highlights before retir-
ing for the night. 

After a last, elegant French breakfast, you’ll check
out of your hotel and be driven to Paris Charles de Gaulle airport.

YOUR SIXTH DAY

YOUR FIFTH DAY

YOUR FOUTH DAY

YOUR THIRD DAY

YOUR  SECOND DAY 

You’ll be met in central Paris or at Paris Charles
de Gaulle airport by your chauffeur. Leaving by 10 a.m., you’ll head for your four-
star Loire valley chateau hotel, Domaine des Hauts de Loire, arriving in time for
lunch. Chef Remy Girard will present a five-course gourmet lunch at the
Gastronomic Restaurant. After relaxing, or strolling through the Domaine’s 110
acre park, you’ll depart late afternoon for your first hot air balloon flight complete
with champagne toast. Dinner will follow your landing at the site of the ancient
Abbey of Pontlevoy, including a hot French buffet with the finest wines, cheese
and patisseries. 

YOUR FIRST DAY 

“Truly a magical, marvelous time, brilliant, a truly splendid experience.”
Jacqueline Bissett 

Japan – Sendai Province, Miyagi Prefecture

All the tradition,
beauty, culture and

majesty of Japan are rolled
into one in this unforget-
table land/air adventure.
Welcomed by local digni-
taries and the region’s hot
air balloonists, you’ll enjoy
balloon flights each morn-
ing over rugged hills and
deep valleys, viewing the
breathtaking Zao,
Fungagata and Kunikona
mountain ranges. A tradi-
tional Japanese meal
follows each trip, along with daily opportunities to explore the historic and
cultural treasures of the area. You’ll witness the amazing balance of modern
living and historic tradition, enjoying exquisite foods and traditional pleas-
ures and accommodations. This idyllic setting is home to the Iwadeyama
Balloon Festival in which you’ll participate, viewing a panorama of unpar-
alleled color in the autumn landscape below. 

Each day will
begin early with a traditional Japanese breakfast,
followed by a breathtaking balloon flight to
watch the rising sun as the mist clears. With the
hot air balloon festival in full swing, you’ll partic-
ipate in both early morning and afternoon flights.
Then to complete your daily adventures, sight-
seeing tours are arranged in the area of each
day’s landing. You’ll experience firsthand the
sites you saw from the sky– from rice fields, tidy
flower gardens and tea houses to feudal remains,
museums, shrines and sake factories.   

You’ll begin again with an early morning balloon
flight, followed by travel through rugged mountainsides to the Naruko Kanko
Hot Sulphur Springs Hotel. Prepare to relax both mind and body, as only slippers
and a kimono are required to navigate the hotel in a state of utter comfort. You’ll
luxuriate in your favorite spot at the spa, and then retire to prepare for dinner.
Both the restaurants and their cuisine are exquisite, and the number of courses
seemingly limitless. It’s a day of adventurous pampering, indeed.

You’ll take breakfast in the Naruko Hotel, and
treat yourself again to the pleasures of the Sulphur Springs and spa.  After lunch
is served, you’ll spend the afternoon touring the region’s unexpected delights
from drying persimmons to neat, patchwork fields banked with levees. Then
you’ll join your host for a magnificent Japanese dinner, and turn in for the night at
the Naruko Hotel.

Today you’ll return to the Tokyo Four Seasons
Hotel and the bustle of sophisticated, urban Japanese life. After taking afternoon
high tea, you’ll prepare for an evening on the town. You’ll enjoy a lavish dinner
and peruse the fabled Ginza (Tokyo’s Times Square), taking part in Tokyo’s color-
ful nightlife to complete your final day.

You’ll awake for a last breakfast at the Tokyo Four
Seasons Hotel, and then proceed to Narita Airport for your journey home.

YOUR EIGHTH  DAY

YOUR SEVENTH DAY

YOUR SIXTH  DAY

YOUR FIFTH  DAY

YOUR NEXT TWO DAYS

You’ll arrive at the Tokyo Four Seasons Hotel and
take time to relax in preparation for your foray into the enchanting Japanese cul-
ture. You’ll start your adventure with afternoon high tea, followed by the first of
many splendid, traditional Japanese dinners. 

Your host will meet you at the hotel at 10:00 a.m.,
and you’ll travel by bullet train north to the Sendai province. Once there, you’ll be
greeted by your pilot and US Team members, and be escorted to your hotel in
Iwadeyama. The day will be completed by a gracious reception and dinner with
local dignitaries and Japanese balloon team members, providing an unforgettable
experience of the legendary warmth and hospitality of this country. 

YOUR SECOND DAY 

YOUR FIRST DAY 

“Unbelievable. Everyone should experience this at least once in their life.”
Dean Oberholtzer - The Belvedere

U l t i m a t e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A d v e n t u r e s

The World is your 
Balloon!
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